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unaccounted for as a result of the Vietnam
War:

1) resolving discrepancy cases, live
sightings, and field activities;

2) recovering and repatriating American
remains;

3) accelerating efforts to provide docu-
ments that will help lead to the fullest pos-
sible accounting of POW/MIAs; and,

4) providing further assistance in imple-
menting trilateral investigations with Laos.

I further determine that the appropriate
laboratories associated with POW/MIA ac-
counting are thoroughly analyzing remains,
material, and other information and fulfilling
their responsibilities as set forth in sub-
section (B) of section 609, and information
pertaining to this accounting is being made
available to immediate family members in
compliance with 50 U.S.C. 435 note.

I have been advised by the Department
of Justice that section 609 is unconstitutional
because it purports to use a condition on ap-
propriations as a means to direct my execu-
tion of responsibilities that the Constitution
commits exclusively to the President. I am
providing this determination as a matter of
comity with the Congress, while reserving
the position that the condition enacted in
section 609 is unconstitutional.

In making this determination, I have taken
into account all information available to the
United States Government as reported to
me, including the full range of ongoing ac-
counting activities in Vietnam, joint and uni-
lateral Vietnamese efforts, and the concrete
results we have attained as a result of these
efforts.

Finally, in making this determination, I
wish to reaffirm my continuing personal
commitment to the entire POW/MIA com-
munity, especially to the immediate families,
relatives, friends, and supporters of these
brave individuals, and to reconfirm that the
central, guiding principle of my Vietnam pol-
icy is to achieve the fullest possible account-
ing of our prisoners of war and missing in
action.

You are authorized and directed to report
this determination to the appropriate com-
mittees of the Congress and to publish it in
the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Remarks at the Ribbon-Cutting
Ceremony for the ‘‘Marching
Toward Justice’’ Exhibit

February 3, 1999

Thank you very much. Judge Keith, it’s
good to be in your presence again. Mrs. Mar-
shall, Rosa Parks. Mr. Hill, I’m honored to
be in your presence, sir. President Swygert,
President Reid, Mr. Mecham; to Congress-
man Clyburn and members of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus and any other Members
of Congress who may be here; Mr. Holder,
Mr. Lee, and Justice Department officials
who are here; to all the members of the
White House staff, but especially Thurgood
Marshall, Jr., I thank you for permitting me
to be a small part of this momentous day.

‘‘We are all created equal,’’ the simplest,
most powerful idea about human beings ever
articulated. Our history is largely the story
of Americans of courage and vision who have
stepped forward, often at risk to their lives,
to lead us in our ongoing march toward jus-
tice and equality. I thank you for chronicling
their journey in this exhibit.

Perhaps no one in this century did more
to open the doors to ‘‘the glorious temple
of American liberty’’ than the man we honor
and remember tonight, Justice Thurgood
Marshall. You honor with this exhibit the
courage of a man who traveled to towns of
the segregated South, places where he
couldn’t find a bite to eat when he was hun-
gry, a bed to rest when he was tired, a police
officer’s protection when he was threatened.
He did all that to argue that we are all cre-
ated equal.

We honor the genius of a man who master-
minded a strategy to dismantle Jim Crow,
case by case, trial by trial, decision by deci-
sion, from Baltimore to Topeka to Little
Rock to the United States Supreme Court.

The 14th amendment, with its promise of
equal protection under law, was Thurgood
Marshall’s sword and shield. It was pretty
moribund when he began to work on it, but
he breathed life into it and transformed it
into a living charter of freedom. The legacy
of the 14th amendment—the legacy of Jus-
tice Marshall, the legacy of his mentor,
Charles Houston, his colleagues such as
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Wiley Branton and Jack Greenberg and Oli-
ver Hill, the legacy of others we have lost,
like that great lion, Leon Higginbotham, our
friend—that legacy can be seen every day,
everywhere in America, in classrooms, in li-
braries, in restaurants, and in the lives and
careers of so many of the men and women
standing here tonight.

Because the road to freedom and justice
is long and never ends, we can honor
Thurgood Marshall best not only with grand
buildings and museum exhibits but with
great vision and vigorous action, to make
equality ever more real and discrimination
that some day will be something that can only
be found in museum exhibits. No one should
be denied a home or a job, a world-class edu-
cation or equal pay for equal work or, indeed,
any part of the American dream, because of
race or disability or gender or sexual orienta-
tion or religion.

During some of the darkest days of Jim
Crow, a single phrase whispered in African-
American communities all across the South
would give hope to millions: ‘‘Thurgood is
coming.’’ Today, at the dawn of a new cen-
tury, it is up to each and every one of us
to ensure that Thurgood is still coming.

So let us pick up his sword and his shield
and fight for that more perfect Union, that
one America that was his great and lasting
gift to all of us.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:15 p.m. in the
atrium at the Thurgood Marshall Federal Judici-
ary Building. In his remarks, he referred to Judge
Damon J. Keith, U.S. Court of Appeals, Sixth Cir-
cuit; Justice Marshall’s widow, Cecilia Marshall;
Rosa Parks, civil rights activist; Oliver Hill, attor-
ney who worked with Justice Marshall while at
the NAACP Legal Defense Fund; H. Patrick
Swygert, president, Howard University; and Irvin
D. Reid, president, Wayne State University.

Remarks at the National Prayer
Breakfast
February 4, 1999

Thank you very much, Steve. Distin-
guished head table guests; to the leaders
from around the world who are here; the
Members of Congress, Mr. Speaker and oth-
ers; ladies and gentlemen.

You know, I feel exactly the way I did the
first time I ever gave a speech as a public
official to the Pine Bluff Rotary Club officers
installation banquet in January of 1977. The
dinner started at 6:30. There were 500 peo-
ple there; all but three were introduced; they
went home mad. [Laughter] We’d been there
since 6:30. I was introduced at a quarter til
ten. The guy that introduced me was so nerv-
ous he didn’t know what to do and, so help
me, the first words out of his mouth were,
‘‘You know, we could stop here and have had
a very nice evening.’’ [Laughter] He didn’t
mean it the way it sounded, but I do mean
it. We could stop here and have had a very
wonderful breakfast. You were magnificent,
Max. Thank you very much.

I did want to assure you that one of the
things that has been said here today, repeat-
edly, is absolutely true. Senator Hutchison
was talking about when we come here, we
set party aside, and there is absolutely no pol-
itics in this. I can tell you that is absolutely
so. I have had a terrific relationship with
Steve Largent, and he has yet to vote with
me the first time. [Laughter] So I know there
is no politics in the prayer breakfast. [Laugh-
ter]

We come here every year—Hillary and I
were staying up kind of late last night talking
about what we should say today, who would
be here. I think, especially in light of what
Max Lucado has just said, I would like to
ask you to think about what he said, in terms
of the world we live in, for it is easier to
talk about, than to do, this idea of making
peace with those who are different from us.

We have certain signs of hope, of course.
Last Good Friday, in Northern Ireland, the
Irish Protestants and the Irish Catholics set
aside literally centuries of distrust and chose
peace for their children. Last October, at the
Wye Plantation in Maryland, Chairman
Arafat, Abu Mazen, and the Palestinian dele-
gation, and Prime Minister Netanyahu and
the Israeli delegation went through literally
sleepless nights to try to save the peace proc-
ess in the Middle East and put it back on
track.

Throughout this year, our allies and we
have worked to deepen the peace of Bos-
nia—and we’re delighted to have the leader
of the Republika Srpska here today—and
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